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QUICK — LIST

VILAS COUNTY OFFICE PHONE NUMBERS
Vilas County Toll free 1-800-844-9218
General FAX 715-479-3605
All numbers listed are in Area Code 715

Telephone FAX
ADRC Of Vilas COUNTY...cevvririreireieceeie ettt s 479-3625.....cieine 3692
Board of Adjustment.........c.oceeceeeeieeeeees e 479-3620
Child SUPPOIt ABENCY...ccuveeeiieee et e s r e e 479-3705.......ccccecevvvvveenen. 3710
Circuit Court Chambers.......ooovevecnieee e 479-3638.....cccovcveeiiinen 3740
Clerk of Circuit CoUrt......oimimininircreeeee e e e 479-3632
Corporation COUNSEL...cciicevececeeees et e e e 479-3714.....uco e, 3750
COUNLY ClEIK it reeeeeaaeeas 479-3600.......ccccccerererrinennn 3605
DisStrict ATEOINEY....co it 479-361A4.....oeeennnn 3751
Emergency Management.. ..o ievinnecnniee e e e 479-3690
Finance Department. ... ieeeviiie s ececeeeeeeeeeeceeaeeee 479-3674.....uveeeieenans 3799
Forestry, Recreation & Land Department.............ccceeuvvrneeenn. 479-5160....ccccccuviveneeeenn 5573
Highway Department........cccceoevs eveeeeeee e 479-4641.......cccoveeevviennnn 9162
HUMAN RESOUICES.....cceiieieee ettt e 479-3797....ocvveeieeeeeen. 3799
Information TechnNOolOgY.....cccccvet evveeeeeeeiieireeeee e, 479-3666......ccooeverrverienn. 3618
JUVENIIE IN-TAKE..ieeeitie et s 479-3644......ooeeeenen 3759
Land and Water Conservation........c.ccoceveevevevenenneneieieieniennns 479-3747 o, 1978
Maintenance Department.....ccccceveevecvevecven e e e .479-3680
Mapping Department........c e 479-3655.....ieeee, 3787
Medical EXamINEr......ooiviveiieieeeriiteee et 715-369-6196
Public Health Department.......ccccoovvieiecieeceee e, 479-3656......cocceeeenn, 3741
Register Of DEEAS......ccoveiveceeeeerietiet eeeeeeerreee e 479-3660......ccccevierieenn. 3695
Register in Probate.........cuvevveiviien veveeeeeieeiieeeeeee e eeeenraeeens 479-3642
Sheriff's Department........occcceeeiees coiiiiieee e 479-4441........ocoveveennn. 6039
SOCIAl SEIVICE ...ttt 479-3668......coeererieenn 3728
SUTVEYOI ..t e ettt e e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e e et s e e e e e eeeeassnnaanens 479-9610 or 479-3684
Tax Listing DepartmMent.. ... veeviecce e csree s seeesresee e 479-3696
Tourism & PUBHCITY...cccceeueceeeieeeece s e, 479-3649
L UL =] SO PP PPR 479-36009.......ccceriereennnn 3605
University of Wisconsin - Extension.........ccccccveeveeieeiccnnninnen. 479-3648.....cccveeeeeeree 1978
UW - Extension Family Living Agent .......ccccvveiviiieeeiniieeeennns 479-3653
Veterans SEIVICE.....coviiiieeere ettt e 479-3629.....cccovvereeeenn 3778
ViICTIM WIEN@SS ..ot ceeee e e ee e e 479-3733.. e 3751
Zoning and Planning Department........ccccevevvviveeecniieee s, 479-3620.....ccccvirirreennen. 3752



History of Vilas County

The territory making up today’s Vilas County was originally part of
Marathon County, then Lincoln County and finally Oneida County. Vilas
County was set apart from Oneida County on April 12, 1893. Initially, Vilas
County was comprised of only two towns; Eagle River and Minocqua. The
Town of Minocqua would later become a part of Oneida County. The town
of Arbor Vitae was created in 1899. The Town of Lac du Flambeau was
created in 1900 and the Town of Hackley (now Phelps) was created in 1905,
when the present boundaries of Oneida and Vilas counties were made final.

William F. Vilas

Early in 1907, the Town of State Line (now Land O’Lakes) was created
from the Town of Eagle River, as were the towns of Conover, Farmington (now St. Germain) and
Winegar (now Presque Isle). On December 8, 1910, the Town of Plum Lake was formed from
territory detached from the town of Arbor Vitae.

In 1914 the towns of Lincoln and Washington were each created from territory removed from
the Town of Eagle River. Winchester and Cloverland townships were created in 1921, the former
from territory in Winegar and the latter from the towns of Conover, Lincoln and Farmington. On
March 10, 1921 the City of Eagle River was incorporated from territory contained within the Town
of Lincoln. The Town of Spider Lake (now Manitowish Waters) was created in 1926. The Town
of Boulder Junction was set apart from the Town of Arbor Vitae in 1927.

Vilas County currently consists of fourteen towns and the City of Eagle River. The towns
include Arbor Vitae, Boulder Junction, Cloverland, Conover, Lac du Flambeau, Land O’ Lakes,
Lincoln, Manitowish Waters, Phelps, Plum Lake, Presque Isle, St. Germain, Washington and
Winchester.

Vilas County is approximately 652,067 acres in size,
with 555,374 acres of land and 93,923 acres of water. Established on April 12, 1893,
The county contains 1,32(_) lakes, 563 named apd 757 Vilas County was named for Civil
unnamed. _It s located in nprthern Wisconsin and War Lt. Colonel, William F. Vilas.
borders Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

In 1899, the property valuations in the three towns
that made up Vilas County totaled $2.9 million. Today,
the equalized property valuations in the 14 towns and
one city that comprise Vilas County total $6.75 billion.

Vilas served as the U.S.

Postmaster General from 1885-
1888, Secretary of the Interior
1888-1891 and a Wisconsin U.S.

The county seat is located in the City of Eagle River. Senator 1891-1897.
Vilas County is governed by 21 supervisors
representing 21 districts. They oversee county departments, establish policies and ordinances, and
assess a property tax levy in accordance with an annual budget to provide for all county services.

The 2019 county budget was approved at $35.7 million, of which $16.5 million will be
levied as a county property tax. The county portion property tax rate for 2019 is $2.36 per
$1,000 of equalized value property. Vilas County collects a 2% county sales tax that in 2018
generated $2.6 million in revenue. Additional revenues are received from fees, fines and state
and federal sources.
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